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Dates to Remember: 

 

Show Dates 

Dorchester Fairgrounds:  June 12, July 

10, July 24, August 14 **Rain date 

Sept 11th**  

Sept 25 Championship Show @ REACH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 12th – First Dorchester Show – 9am 
start 

 

 From the Desk of the President: 

  

It has been a few weeks now that we had our first show of 2016 . It 

was an adventure in a partnership with AHAEC. Three very different 

shows with two very different judges. I do believe it was a learning 

experience for everyone involved and I thank LizAnn Barlett for 

completing the task of judging the main ring classes and Leslie 

Kennedy for staying brave in judging the western style dressage in 

the cold breeze outside. I had visions of coming home in the dark but 

all was done and stalls were cleaned out in good time so that most 

exhibitors were home by dark . Thank you to all the helpers and 

volunteers and your smiles during the day which made it a 

worthwhile endeavor. I did miss having a good number of our regular 

junior riders and even many senior exhibitors but all in all our club 

came out ahead with some new members who will join us at our 2nd 

show in Dorchester on Sunday, June the 12th.  

 

I can think of several changes that could be made if this adventure 

show happens again. I will definitely avoid having two shows 

happening in the main ring on the same day. My main reason for 

saying that is the confusion it caused at the beginning. One show on 

Saturday and the other on Sunday. 

 

Our September Championship will have only stabling in the arena and 

those outside but none of the nice stalls in the school barn will be 

available. 

On May the 15th we had a total of 54 stalls used with 42 horses 

altogether. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I am hoping that I can depend on a few more members to help 

attain sponsorships for prize money at our September show. 

 

I am also wondering if we need to make some adjustments to what 

we do at our awards brunch. Do we need door prizes? The silent 

auction is a plus for financial reasons. The cost of the meal and actual 

awards increase so the silent auction help pay for them without 

increasing the cost of the meal to families. 

  

Directors in charge of each show could have special events or 

something to assist in adding to income = like a 50-50 draw or 

tickets on a product donated. 

 

Adriaan Brand 

 

 

Horse Health – AAEP – Summer Sores 

One condition that many people do not associate with flies is 

habronemiasis, also called summer sores, granular dermatitis, jack 

sores and any number of other names. Summer sores result from a 

complex association between the horse, the stomach worm and its 

intermediate hosts, house, face and stable flies. Although stomach 

worms can cause inflammation in the lining of the horse’s stomach, 

their greatest threat is when they invade fresh wounds or moist areas 
on the horse’s body. 

Typical signs include nonhealing skin lesions, intense itching and the 

formation of exuberant granulation tissue (proud flesh). The most 

common sites for summer sores are anywhere that a wound occurs. 

But they can develop in moist areas of the body like the prepuce, 

lower abdomen, corners of the eyes or margins of the lips because 
those are areas where flies commonly feed. 

In the normal stomach worm life cycle, flies pick up the stomach 

worm larvae in horse manure, old bedding, rotten feed, etc., and 

deposit them near the horse’s mouth. The horse ingests the larvae 

that travel to the stomach and, in approximately two months, mature 

into adult worms that usually cause very little damage to the horse. 

The adults lay eggs that are passed in the horse’s manure. Flies pick 
up the hatched larvae and cycle starts all over again. 

The problem occurs when the stomach worm larvae are deposited by 

house, stable or face flies that feed on fresh wounds or areas of 

moisture. The larvae cannot mature into adult worms, so they 

migrate around in the horse’s wound, causing local inflammation and 

severe itching. The result is the horse chews on the lesion and proud 

flesh begins to develop, resulting in a nonhealing lesion that can last 

for years and gets worse over time. 

Summer sores have a “greasy” appearance with blood-tinged fluid 

draining from them and often contain yellow or white calcified “rice 

grain-like” material. Summer sores occur most commonly in the 

spring and summer, coinciding with fly activity. If left untreated, the 
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lesions usually regress during winter months and appear to be 
healing only to flare up again in the spring. 

Treatment of summer sores is often difficult and can require a 

number of approaches. In small lesions, deworming the horse with 

either an ivermectin or moxidectin paste dewormer will kill the worm 

larvae and allow the sore to heal. Dewormers not containing either of 
these two active ingredients will not be effective. 

In more severe cases where a significant amount of proud flesh has 

formed, it might have to be removed surgically before treatment can 

be started. Then deworming with one of the products mentioned 

before should be done in concert with the topical application of a 

mixture of glucocorticosteroid and DMSO applied directly on the 

lesion to reduce inflammation and itching. It might also be necessary 

to wrap the lesion if it occurs on the horse’s legs to protect the 
wound and prevent the horse from chewing. 

Antibiotics and corticosteroids can also be provided orally or injected 

in the case of severe lesions. Cryotherapy (freezing the lesion with 

liquid nitrogen) is often beneficial in some cases. 

Fly control is essential to prevent additional stomach worm larvae 
from entering the lesions. Here are a few fly control tips: 

 Remove manure, excess feedstuffs, wet straw and other 

materials at least twice weekly to prevent fly breeding sites 

and the hatching of fly larvae (maggots). 

 Compost piles should be properly managed to maximize heat 

production that will kill hatching fly maggots. 

 Use parasitic wasps as biological control agents for house and 

stable flies. 

 Insecticides fly traps and baits, residual fly sprays to the 

premises, fly prevention face masks and repellents are all 

beneficial. 

 Feed insect growth regulators to your horses. The IGR’s pass 

through the horse’s intestinal tract and interfere with the 

growth and development of fly maggots in the horse’s 

manure. 

  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Thomas R. Lenz, DVM, M.S., Diplomate of the 

American College of Theriogenologists, is a trustee of the American 

Horse Council, past chairman of AQHA’s research committee and past 

president of the American Association of Equine Practitioners. This 

article is provided courtesy of AAEP Alliance Partner, AQHA. 
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